SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 17th May 2004 in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 p.m.

PRESENT






Cllr P A Blaine (Chairman)






  “   N Aldis






  “   D Gale





  “   A Goss





  “   J Gurney






  “   C Osborne






  “   M Pettitt






  “   D Sharman






  “   P Wheatley


1.  APOLOGIES: for absence were received from Cllrs R Downing, R Frood, M Scott and Cllr Mrs Gautier-Groom.

2.  STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FROM MEMBERS   
(F01/04)

(a) Prejudicial interests

Cllr Gale
Planning Application 04/00814/LB
Shareholder, pension holder and ex-employee of Greene King (left the room during its consideration)

Cllr Gale
Planning Application 04/00813/ADV
Shareholder, pension holder and ex-employee of Greene King (left the room during its consideration)

Cllr Blaine
Planning Application 04/00834/FULL
Personal friend of applicant (left the room during its consideration)

Cllr Gurney
Planning Application 04/00834/FULL
Personal friend of applicant (left the room during its consideration)

(b) Personal interests

Cllr Gale
Planning Application 04/00834/FULL
Personal Friend of applicant

Cllr Pettitt
Planning Application 04/00834/FULL
Personal Friend of applicant

Cllr Osborne
Planning Application 04/00834/FULL
Personal Friend of applicant

Cllr Osborne
Agenda Item 12
Member is a licensing magistrate

PART ‘A’ RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL

There were none.










PART ‘B’ RESOLVED MATTERS

3.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT BY SANDY TOWN COUNCIL 









(F02/04)

Prior to consideration of the application the Deputy Clerk informed members that letter of objection had been received from a near neighbour in respect of Application 04/00755/FULL.  This was summarised for members. 

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)


4.  MINUTES
 








(F03/04)

The Minutes of the Meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee held on

Monday 5th April 2004 and as approved, amended and adopted by Council Meeting on

Monday 19th April 2004, which had been previously circulated, were signed.

5.  MATTERS ARISING 







(F04/04)

(a)  Planning Application 41/2001/1683 - Fallowfield Estate, Shop, Houses etc

(3.12.01)(F41/01)

No further information from the District Valuer

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.

(b) Quality Council Status - Quarterly Newsletters, Communication with the Electorate etc. (5.12.03) (F51/03)

Cllr Aldis gave a verbal report on progress made with the production and distribution of the newsletter. 

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.

(c) Periodic Review of Bedfordshire County Council - Draft Recommendations Boundary Committee for England (9.2.04) (F67/03)

No further information received, the review body will report in due course.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and that the item may now be deleted.

(d) Possible appointment of a Town Manager/Project Officer (5.4.04) (F73/03


Cllr Aldis gave a verbal report on progress with S.A.N.D.Y. Ltd. He envisaged that it would be at least another two months before the Project Officer was in place.


RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.

(e) Standards board for England - Local Investigation and determination of misconduct allegations, consultation by the office of the Deputy Prime Minister and the standards board.

(5.4.04) (F74/03)



5.  MATTERS ARISING (CONT)






(F04/04)

Several members put forward their names for the Training Session for members taking place at the M.B.D.C. Offices, 23 London Road, Biggleswade on Wednesday 7th July 2004 at 7.30 pm. 


RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and that this item may now be deleted.


(f) Improving appearance of Stratford Road Depot (5.4.04) (F72/03)

The DSO Foreman had been requested to improve the appearance of the Depot by disposing of unwanted items, general tidying and the provision of hanging baskets.
RESOLVED: That the situation be noted



6. POSITION OF OUTSTANDING AUTHORISED/CONTRACTED WORKS (F05/04)
2003/2004

(a) Replace worn safety surfacing around existing play equipment Bedford Road Recreation Ground

Cllrs Gale and Scott had met with the representative of Wicksteed Leisure on Friday 14th May.  Cllr Gale gave a verbal report on this meeting.  The work on the play area will begin on Monday June 7th and the playground will be closed for four weeks.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.

2004/2005
(2) Capital Expenditure

(a) Purchase of Wheeled Henchman 76 with Extender

No progress had been made with this matter. The need has to be further discussed with D.S.O. Foreman now that hanging baskets etc have been outsourced.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.

(b) Purchase of Stihl HL75 Long Reach Hedge Trimmers

The Deputy Clerk reported that these had been received on 11th May 2004.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and that this item may now be deleted.

(c) Purchase of Ramps for loading L.D.V. Vehicle

Alternative less expensive suppliers have now been identified. Discussions are taking place with the Foreman to ensure they are suitable for the purpose.
RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.

6.  POSITION OF OUTSTANDING AUTHORISED CONTRACTED WORKS (CONT'D) 








(F05/04)

 (3) Repairs and Renewals Expenditure

(a) Replace batteries to emergency lights in Council Offices

The Deputy Clerk reported that this work had been completed on Friday 14th May 2004.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and that this item may now be item deleted.
(b) Set of Vehicular Gates to Bedford Road Recreation Ground

Cllr Gale gave a verbal report recommending the purchase of a metal gate for vehicular access. 


RESOLVED: That a metal gate such as that suggested by Cllr Gale should be purchased to replace the existing wooden ones.

(c) Replacement Hose and Reel for Watering Wagon

This had been ordered on 5th May 2004.
RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.
(4) Revenue Expenditure (Special Items)

(a) Purchase of office quality shredder (Office)

Purchased and installed in office.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and the item deleted.


(b) Public Use Notice Board (Bowling Green)

Ordered 25.4.2004.
RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.

(c) Purchase of Chipping Machine (Stratford Road)

Members expressed concern at the cost of this machine and were doubtful that the expense of the purchase was justified given the number of times it would be needed.

RESOLVED: That this item is not purchased and that the DSO Foreman should hire a chipping machine when it is needed.

(d) Materials to build composting facility

Needs to be discussed with D.S.O. Foreman and site agreed.


RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.

7. VARIANCE TO BUDGET SET TO COVER INSURANCE PREMIUMS PAID BY SANDY TOWN COUNCIL







(F06/04)

The Deputy Clerk's report, which had been previously circulated, was received and considered.

RESOLVED:

(a) That £3000 be transferred into the revenue account and the Annual Estimates adjusted  to pay for the increased insurance premium. This amount should be taken from the payment received from Mid Beds D C in rebate for the Non-Domestic Rating adjustment on the Town Centre car park.

(b) That the Deputy Clerk be requested to investigate the cost of insurance with AON.

8. question to annual parish meeting from sandy historical RESEARCH GROUP 






(F07/04)


The letter from Sandy Historical Research Group referred from the Annual Town Meeting was received and considered. 
RESOLVED:

(a) That the current position of the Council is to oppose the demolition of Magnolia House and its replacement with inappropriate development. However, Council Members are proposing to discuss the future of the Jordan's site as a whole with the Mid Beds Planning Department and they will consider any further planning applications for the area on their own merits.

(b) That Magnolia House is unsuitable to house a museum and the cost of renovating it to comply with access legislation would be prohibitive.

9. CONSULTATION ON REMOVAL OF BT TELEPHONE BOX FROM SANDY











(F08/04)

The Deputy Clerk's report, which had been previously circulated, was received and considered.

RESOLVED: That Sandy Town Council having now considered the proposal for the removal of the telephone kiosk from Western Way/ London Road would wish to offer the following comment.


"Sandy Town Council feels that this is a valuable amenity for the community, especially considering its position, sited within easy reach of the southbound carriageway of the A1.  They suggest that if the presence of the kiosk was advertised on the A1 its use would increase.  A significant proportion of Sandy residents do not possess mobile phones and the Town Council would like to convey their strong support for the retention of this kiosk."
10. REBATE OF NON-DOMESTIC RATES RECEIVED FROM Mid Beds D.C.











(F09/04)
The Deputy Clerk's report, which had been previously circulated, was received and considered.  The Deputy Clerk reported that an additional sum in excess of £5000 (thought to be interest) had been received that day.

RESOLVED: That apart from £3000.00, which was to be used to pay the increased insurance premium (Minute (F06/04)) the refund totalling £24476.07 should be deposited in the Town Council's Capital Account.

11. DISPOSAL OF MARINA PICK-UP





(F10/04)

The Deputy Clerk's report, which had been previously circulated, was received and considered. 

RESOLVED: That the Marina pick-up has no re-sale value and therefore is to be disposed of through a scrap metal dealer.

12. APPLICATION FOR NEW JUSTICES OFF LICENCE


(F11/04)

 The Deputy Clerk's report, concerning an application from Tempsford Service Station, which had been previously circulated, was received and considered. Cllr Osborne who is a Licensing Magistrate took no part in the debate or voting.

RESOLVED: That Sandy Town Council did not wish to make any objections to or observations on this application.

13. PRESS RELEASE 







(F12/04)


RESOLVED:

(a) That a press release be issued regarding the closure of the play area at Bedford Road Recreation ground for four weeks beginning Monday June 7th 2004.

(b) That a press release be issued regarding the possibility of the removal of the telephone kiosk from Western Way/London Road, informing people that if they did not use this facility it would be lost to them.

14. SANDY SECURITY LTD - RESPONSE TO COUNCIL QUESTIONS 
(F13/04)

SEE PART II - EXEMPT MINUTES

RESOLVED: THAT IN VIEW OF THE CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF THE BUSINESS WHICH MAY BE TRANSACTED UNDER THIS ITEM (SECTION 14) OF THE EXEMPT INFORMATION, LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) ACT 1985, "ANY ACTION TAKEN OR TO BE TAKEN IN CONNECTION WITH THE PREVENTION, INVESTIGATION OR PROSECUTION OF A CRIME" THE PRESS AND PUBLIC BE REQUESTED TO RETIRE DURING ITS CONSIDERATION.
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6

